Trevor’s T-licious Dayton Dining List
This list is maintained by Trevor Bihl (Trevor.Bihl@gmail.com); this is a subjective list and should not be regarded seriously.  For an objective list of restaurants in the Dayton area, go to maps.google.com and search restaurant near 45324.  

This list was adapted from a list made by some guy named Phil and is constantly evolving as Trevor eats. Older versions (including Phil’s original list) should be discarded. Your mileage may vary.  

The restaurants Trevor has visited are Bold, other restaurants (unvisited) are in the list for reference purposes only. If more than one bold item is in a list, they are listed in order of quality.  As restaurants of substandard quality are found, they are moved (or removed) on the list. Hence, Marion’s Pizza and Abuelo’s Mexican are not in the list due to their quality, but as dire warnings.
Restaurants that specialize in quantity over quality are typically not included. Fast Food, buffets, national chains, etc are not usually considered, because they are either uniform (prepackaged/frozen), tasteless, too sugary and are not good or not even food. 
Top 10 (Repeated Below in appropriate sections)

1. Sichuan Chili – next door to CAM in Cincinnati/Evendale – best and most authentic Chinese in Ohio

2. Coco’s Bistro – Oregon District – Excellent and even better in the new location.  A little pricey, but one of the best contemporary American restaurants in Dayton.  One of the few places that matches the quality of the decorations with the quality of food and service.

3. Linh’s Vietnamese Bistro – Col Glenn/Airway – Best Vietnamese food in Dayton

4. Golden Jersey Inn – Yellow Springs – best American Food in Dayton. 2 restaurants: unique American food in the barn-styled restaurant, only sandwiches at the ice-cream store.  Both serve great ice cream and have live cows you can visit

5. Yong’s Café – Fairborn – formerly Myong’s café, good Korean, now better than Myong’s
6. Jay’s Seafood – Oregon District – good local seafood restaurant

7. Taco Loco – Fairborn on Burkhardt/Kemp – Best Mexican in Dayton
8. Sake – near Green Mall – pretty good ½ price sushi during week (M-Th)
9. Tensuke Market, Restaurant, Gifts, and Bakery – Old Henderson Rd, Columbus - Great Japanese Market, excellent authentic Japanese food, and great Japanese baked goods and gifts,  the Gifts store closed in 2014
10. Bangkok Grocery - Refugee Rd,  Columbus – best Thai in Ohio and one of the best in all of the USA
American

1. Coco’s Bistro – Oregon District – Excellent and even better in the new location.  A little pricey, but one of the best contemporary American restaurants in Dayton.  One of the few places that matches the quality of the decorations with the quality of food and service.

2. Golden Jersey Inn – Yellow Springs – 2 restaurants: unique American food in the barn-restaurant, only sandwiches at the ice-cream store.  Both serve great ice cream
3. Peaches Grill – Yellow Springs – good casual menu
4. Bourbon Street Chicken – Second St. – Excellent chicken
5. Clifton Mill – Clifton (near Yellow Springs)

6. Der Dutchman – Wayneville – American/Amish buffet, not great/not bad
7. Barnsider – Englewood

8. Winds Café – Yellow Springs – over priced and overrated

9. Coldwater Café – Tipp City
10. The Caroline – Troy
11. Amelia’s – Bellbrook

Bars
1. King’s Table – Grange Hall – Excellent beer bottle selection (200+) and draft beer (50+ on tap), food limited, but not bad. Regular specials, good amount of pool tables as well.

2. One Eyed Jacks – Beavercreek – good “house” wing sauce, but quality and prices are worse since 2011; excellent tap and bottle beer selection, Wednesdays are 1$ domestic, $2 import bottles, some of the best Chips and Salsa in Dayton (both made there)

3. Peach’s – Yellow Springs – Great Beer selection, very good atmosphere and music
4. Jimmy’s Ladder 11 – near UD – pretty good food, reasonable prices, and a good beer selection.  Nice outdoor seating area and nice ambiance inside.  
5. Quaker Steak & Lube – Beavercreek – pretty good  for what it is
6. Spinoza’s – Fairfield Mall – good pizza and a nice tap beer selection
7. Dublin Pub – Oregon District – Faux Irish bar, not bad, but not good either.  
8. Cornerstone Bar and Grille – Dayton (Brown St.) – not bad, but kind of rough, possibly closed.  
9. The Pub – Kettering (The Greene) – Faux British bar, not bad, but not good either.  
10. Fox & Hound – Fairborn – Just like all other Fox and Hounds (Tues best day)
11. Chappy’s Tap Room – Centerville (Alex Bell Rd.)

12. Boston’s Bistro & Pub – Englewood (Main St.)

13. Tank’s – Dayton (Wyoming Street)

14. Gregory’s Piano Bar – Dayton (Main Street)

15. Brixx Ice Company – Dayton (1st Street)

16. Oregon Express – Oregon District

17. The Trolley Stop – Oregon District

18. Wine Gallery & Café – Dayton (3rd Street)

19. Therapy Café – Dayton (3rd Street)

20. Adobe Gila – Greene Mall – a typical bar for frat boys and Abercrombie and Fitch rejects, not good 
21. Bar Louis – Greene Mall – a bar for poseurs and parvenus, not good
Barbeque

1. Smokin BBQ – Oregon District – best BBQ in Dayton, always good, ok sauces, but incredible food.  
2. Sima – Beavercreek, near Greene Mall – very good all you can eat Korean BBQ buffet ($35 after 4:30PM).  Has karaoke room (if anyone actually wants it…).  Pretty good lunch sushi buffet.  Not cheap, but very good

3. City BBQ – Beavercreek – good sauces, meat not as good as Smokin

4. Old Hickory – Riverside (Woodman)
5. Hickory Bar-B-Q – Dayton (Brown St.)
6. KD’s Kettering BBQ – Kettering (Marshall)

7. Peanuts Hickory Smoked Bar-B-Q – Dayton (Salem Ave.)
Breakfast

1. First Watch – pretty good local chain
2. Golden Nugget Pancake House – Kettering (South Dixie)

3. Murray’s Place – Kettering (South Dixie)

4. Tank’s - Dayton
Chicken Wings

1. One Eyed Jacks – Beavercreek – good “house” wing sauce, but quality and prices are worse since 2011; excellent tap and bottle beer selection, Wednesdays are 1$ domestic, $2 import bottles, some of the best Chips and Salsa in Dayton (both made there)
2. Quaker Steak & Lube – Beavercreek – pretty good  for what it is (closed in 2015)
3. Hinders – Tipp City

4. Norton’s – Kettering (Wilmington Pike)

5. Tickets Pub and Eatery – Fairborn (West Main St.)
Chinese

1. Sichuan Chili – next door to CAM in Cincinnati/Evendale – best and most authentic Chinese in Ohio

2. Imperial Garden – Columbus – best authentic Chinese Buffett (Sat/Sun. Lunch only 11-2)

3. North Village – near UD – best Chinese in DAY, ask for the authentic menu 
4. Mr. Lee’s – Vandalia (Poe Ave.) –  has a very good authentic Chinese menu, but you need to ask for it

5. Tsao’s Cuisine – Beavercreek (by Area B) - authentic Taiwanese food during non-peak hours, excellent quality small American Chinese buffet
6. China Cottage (Kettering by Dorothy Lane Market) – has an authentic menu; not bad, but more Hong Kong-American style and a little sweet
7. Sichuan Bistro – Mason Ohio – pretty good and authentic, but not friendly staff
8. Flying Tiger – Fairborn – decent American style Chinese
9. JY Bamboo – Fairborn – decent Chinese and Japanese
10. Great Wall – N. Fairfield
11. Chin’s Ginger Grill – Tipp City
12. China Cottage (all other locations) – not good
Coffee House

1. Spirited Goat – Yellow Springs – a good local coffee and tea house, but closes at 7PM.  Has a big selection of coffees and teas, nice environment. 
2. Night Sky – Troy

3. Grounds for Pleasure – Tipp City
4. Expressions - Fairborn

German and Eastern European
1. Amber Rose – Dayton (Oregon District) – Eastern European – very good, has a good selection of American/German favorites 
2. Boulevard Haus – Dayton (OR Dis.) – has Curry Wurst on menu – closed 2013
Indian
1. Ajanta Indian – Probably the best Indian in Dayton
2. Amar India

3. Jeet Indian – OK/Typical, better now that they have moved locations (2013)
4. Maharaja Dayton - Good

Italian

1. Spinoza’s – Fairfield Mall – good pizza and a nice tap beer selection
2. Giovanni’s Pizza – Fairborn – possibly part of the general Ohio Giovanni’s chain, but also possibly a local place.  Not bad, pretty good pizza and American-Italian Dishes

3. Spaghetti Warehouse – Downtown Dayton (5th St.) – Good generic Italian with an interesting environment
4. Guiliani’s – Miamisburg - 

5. Mama DiSalvo’s – Kettering (Stroop)
6. La Piazza – Troy

7. Franco's Ristorante Italiano – Dayton (Fifth St.)

8. Caffé Anticoli – Englewood

9. Palermo’s Restaurant – Kettering (South Dixie)

10. Savona – Centerville

11. Tony’s Italian Kitchen – Englewood
Japanese/Sushi

1. Tensuke Market and Takeout – Columbus (Old Henderson Rd).  – Excellent (for Ohio) Ramen and Beef Bowl, the market has a nice selection of Japanese grocery items.  

2. Belle’s Bakery - Columbus (Old Henderson Rd).  – Very good selection of Asian baked goods 
3. Mr. Lee’s – Vandalia (Poe Ave.) – good Chinese, Japanese appears good
4. Sima – Beavercreek, near Greene Mall – very good all you can eat Korean BBQ buffet ($35 after 4:30PM).  Has karaoke room (if anyone actually wants it…).  Supposed to have a good lunch sushi buffet.  Not cheap, but very good

5. Saya Korean and Japanese - Fairborn
6. Sake – near Green Mall – ½ price sushi during week, very good quality

7. Akashi – Riverside (Harshman Rd.) – was pretty good (2009 or so)
8. JY Bamboo – Fairborn – good 

9. Kai Sushi Café – Miamisburg

10. I-Zu – North Dixie, just south of Needmore

11. Thai 9 – Oregon District – menu does not impress
12. Sakai – Troy
13. Ichiban Bakery Columbus (Old Henderson Rd).  – avoid!  Owner is a bitter angry man, went in here once (while it was empty) and the owner yelled at me when I pulled out a credit card for being under the minimum, not a proper way to treat a potential customer.  Selection and quality seem lower than Belle’s

Korean

1. Sima – Beavercreek, near Greene Mall – very good all you can eat Korean BBQ buffet ($35 after 4:30PM).  Has karaoke room (if anyone actually wants it…).  Supposed to have a good lunch sushi buffet.  Not cheap, but very good

2. Yong’s Café – Fairborn – formerly Myong’s café, very good Korean, now better than Myong’s
3. Base Ops – WPAFB Area A - near the officer’s club (possibly no longer serving Bulgogi?)
4. Saya – Japanese/Korean restaurant in Fairborn.  Very good (possibly closed 2015)
5. Various Mom & Pop Restaurants in Fairborn (Kauffman Rd.)- I believe they’re all closed now aside from Saya
Mediterranean

1. House of Kabob – Centerville (Springboro Pike)

2. Cedarland Bakery & Restaurant – Riverside (Linden Avenue) – appears very good
3. Greek Isle Deli – Fairborn (Airway Dr, near Linh’s) – Not that good
Mexican

1. Taco Loco – Fairborn on Burkhardt/Kemp – Best Mexican in Dayton
2. Burrito King – Riverside  - Excellent Al Pastor, not as good as Taco Loco

3. Salsa’s – Fairborn (Airway Shopping Center) – Good Fish Tacos
4. Taqueria Mixteca – Dayton (3rd Street) – overrated and dirty compared to Taco Loco, the food is not as flavorful – it would rate higher if it was cleaner.
5. El Riacho – Fairborn

6. Los Reyes - Kettering (Dorothy Lane)

7. El Rancho Grande – Col Glenn. – good Americanized Mexican restaurant.  Has good soups
8. El Toro

9. Carmel’s – Oakwood (Shroyer)
10. Elsa’s – Dayton (Linden Ave.), Centerville (Far Hills)

11. Pepito’s – Kettering (Wilmington)

12. Don Pablo’s – Beavercreek/Fairborn – Never eat here, this is horrible food

13. Abuelo’s – Beavercreek/Fairborn –What this does to Mexican food is beyond description, and not in a good way. I could never recommend eating here this is horrible food, this is a travesty to Mexican food. Avoid eating here, avoid any work functions here.  
Pizza

1. Flying Pizza – Fairborn – Best pizza in Dayton
2. Spinoza’s – Fairfield Mall – good pizza and a nice tap beer selection
3. Beavercreek Pizza Dive – Beavercreek, very good pizza

4. Ha Ha Pizza – Yellow Springs

5. Giovanni’s Pizza – Fairborn – possibly part of the general Ohio Giovanni’s chain, but also possibly a local place.  Not bad, pretty good pizza and American-Italian Dishes

6. Dewey’s – Dayton (Jasper Street) – pretty good pizza

7. La Rossa’s – Ohio Chain – Decent, a little dusty with crumbs and flour

8. Dayton Pizza Factory – Dayton (Wayne Ave.)  
9. Joe’s Pizzeria – Dayton (Airway Rd.)

10. South Park Tavern & Pizza – Dayton (Wayne Ave.)

11. Cassano’s 

12. DJ’s – Tipp City
13. Figlio – Kettering (Town & Country Shopping Center)

14. Marion’s Pizza – this is the worst pizza I’ve had in my life (and I’ve been here 2-3 times, only the first time by choice!), this is worse than any pizza you make at home while drunk and using cardboard for dough and red paint for sauce. Avoid eating here; avoid locals that like this place.
Seafood

1. Jay’s Seafood – Oregon District – good local seafood
2. McCormick & Schmick’s – The Greene

3. Treasure Island Supper Club – Near I-675 and I-75 Interchange

South American/Tapas
1. Williams Eatery – Yellowsprings – Peruvian and American food, very good with nice local artwork, prices reasonable
2. El Meson – West Carrolton – Good tapas, but very overrated and overpriced ($10+ for small appetizers and poor quality fish: tilapia…; $5 for average taco; $30-50 for small portion of moist, ugh, paella, must have a lot of saffron…), service is very poor and slow, go to Williams or Taco Loco instead, a reasonably competent home cook could do better
3. Nelly’s Chicken - Bolivian

Steakhouse

1. Pine Club – Dayton

2. Wellington’s – Beavercreak – have heard great things
3. Fleming’s – The Greene – typical upscale steakhouse, good steaks, but can do better at home
4. Treasure Island Supper Club – Near I-675 and I-75 Interchange
5. Oakwood Club – Oakwood

6. Carver’s – Centerville
Thai

1. Bangkok Grocery (Refugee Rd Columbus) – best Thai in Ohio, I’ve been going to this place about once every month or two since 2006, it never disappoints
Big divide between this and any Thai restaurant in Ohio
5. Thai Sushi – North Market Columbus – good Pad Thai, nice locations to sample other foods.

There are no real Thai restaurants in Dayton, these are listed for convenience only:

10. Pearl Bay – Fairborn – decent Thai/Indo/Malay

11. Tik’s Thai Express – Col Glenn – decent regular Thai 
12. House of Thai – Beavercreek (Seajay Drive) – used to be good (2008-2009), not as good since 2010 
13. Thai 9 – Oregon District – menu does not impress, focuses on decoration not food. Avoid eating here
14. Bahn Mai Thai Café – Centerville (Lyons Road)

15. Siam Pad Thai – Kettering (Wilmington Pike)
Vietnamese, Singaporean and Malay
1. Linh’s Restaurant – Col Glenn/Airway – Good for Dayton, it used to be better before they moved locations in 2012/2013
2. Straights of Malacca – Mason Ohio (between DAY and CIN) –good Malaysian/Indonesian restaurant

3. Big Bowl – Col Glenn/Airway – Good Malay, Vietnamese and Singaporean food (closed 2014/2015?)
Wild Game/Southwest
1. Buffalo Jacks – Covington, OH
Year-Round Festival Food

1. North Market – Columbus – large selection of international food

2. Tensuke Market – Great Japanese Market – Columbus
3. CAM Market – Cincinnati (Evendale) and Columbus (Bethel Rd)
4. Jungle Jim’s Supermarket – Cincinnati 
5. Saraga Market – Columbus – very good selection of International 

6. International Foods – Beavercreek (Airway Dr, next door to old Linh’s)
7. Asian Market – Beavercreek (Airway Shopping Center)

8. Dong Yang Oriental Food – Fairborn

9. New Market – Good Selection for Size – Athens

10. Tony’s Italian Sausage - Dayton (2920 Wayne Ave.)
